11/18/66 


^ear Mr. Price, 


Y our encouraging letters mean much to me. Thanks for taking the time. If it 
seems as though I am ignoring your advice, which is good advice, it is not by intent. 

v 'hen I didn’t hear from you, I assumed either you or your lawyer were not 
available, By chance another opportunity afforded its&M and I took it, giving the 
copy I hod for you to this .lawyer, who happens to bo experienced in publishing law. 
He likes and is impressed with the hook, I expect to bn hearing from him again 30 on. 

One thing he iinds not libelous but cautions me about is deliberate and is 
entirelv opposed to your advice, I cell Arlen Specter a liar. Further, I acknowledge 
th 8 t i^this is untrue it is actionable, I then prove beyond any doufct that he is a 
liar, with his own word and from the official evidence. Hoy/ the pos zihilitu/oxists 
that he will accept my challenge and sue. Wesley Liebeler hssn 1 1 and will not, 
except in desperation. For the thing I want is the thing they least want, to get 
any aspect of this into a court of law. 


1 have no doubt chat if and when anyone sues me there are many wonderful sjxi 
dedicated lawuprs (aside from ouXl/ si 3.ent friend Joel Steinberg, whose study of who 
really owned the autopsy documents I wish I had had two weeks ago, for 1 was ahead 
of everybody, as you see) will cane forward snd help. 


What was cut was hot. Most of it was me. Most of it was a piece -by -piece 
shredding ol u ohen (with a little of Lana snd Bishdp minced in), x .rom the version 
shown here, what preceded and followed my calling °ohen a liar w£s edited out. So 
was the cause of my anger. I was legitimately angry in reality, but not on the taped 
version, I warned Ooehti the night before what I’d'do if he insisted on falsifying. I 
just celled my shot. The editing v/as to fcvor him and Lane and I have learned to 
live with this. Lane tried to make little of the destruction of evidence (some lawyer- 
some counsel for the defease!) and finally said 11 what difference does it make"? Part of 
my answer is in, on the pictures. But then that crook stole my lines without inter- 
ference from the moderator. 1 could do nothing without seeming a sourheocl. 1*11 tangle 
with him yet, and when I do, it will be just the two of us...,I f ve d emended e spot 
on the majority report thq/ are doing, invoking the Cohen precedent and their invita- 
tion to the Commission side for this show. That will he it! 


erhaps I can make you understand whet I do not fully understand myself. %en 
1 get in one oof these things something takes control of me. is as though I cannot 
exercise conscious thought, although 1 do. But when the steam is up I just blow and 
in so doing 1 find an eloquence I do not normally possess. It is as though smme spirit 
has takon possession of me for this purpose. Much of what I do is lone be f oral reelize 
it. Cfteh there is, in reality, little time for thought. In any event, Cohen’s position 
is not the usual one. First there is the runor of his CIA connections (he should have 
lost his job, should ho not e) mid then to me he represents those whose abdication hwos 
when our society needed them most wa 3 most total, the intellectuals, lie knows better 
or hj&zis mentally ill. he just plain lies. There is one thing I have learned about 
all of this: plain people like plain talk. Yesterday j 313 3n hour by phone on the 
Terry Williams Show on V/BBM, Chicago ^my second phone appearance. I’m to bo Live 12/13). 
The first five women to phone in began with raves about me on this show, vh ieh I thus 

know W 8 s shown in Chicago where Metromedia has no station. Not one objected to my 

calling him a liar. Also, khan a man is called a \^ir and takes it he is destroyed, 
to himself and his audience, Cohen has been totally silent since thatb taping session. 

I fear you are right in saying it ; is undignified. But I cannot help it when things 

warm up. I must try, somehow. Y 0 u^are, of course, quite right. I also must try not to 

personalize such creatures us C 0 hen us the embodiment of the evil we face. And I will. 


>■ .... 


Normally I o a nnot move around « ry much because I cannot pay for It. But I've 
been mi invited to adaress the student body of the University of Wisconsin, h-ve a 
seminar and a bull session after a dinner meeting. T h ia puts me in Madison at their 
expense the 18th. I’ll fly back to Chicago for a debate that will not ooWoff with 
.ernraan °i.ii th, who is afraid to debate me before the National Press Club as I challen- 
ged ai.er his article appeared. So, I'll hove three hours of radio and I'll read 
errimun onich Pulitzer Prize winner against Merriraan Smith, ax man. Then I'm to 
go to California where several groups have invited me to speak. What they are lining 
up I do not know. These ere people I've never met. We've corresponded end talked by 
phone, I enow there is some kind of meeting in Son V.ronsisco tho 16th I share with’ 
“eating of Ramparts, an address to some group at San Pransieco State College, and tten 
I H go to Loa Angeles for re.fUo, TV and probably public appearances. The fee from 
‘ ie niversxty will probably pay the expenses of retracing ray steps to Chicago and 
the ox-ra hotel bill and the slight duplication of payment for travel expense from 
ome to both ^‘Sdisj n and San S’reiisisco will probably pay the extra cost of flying to 
os cngeles. * expect the California peop,e to arrange for quarters, i’his will be 
my f* r st spooking trip. I'm looking forward to LA and hope that Liebeler will debate 
me there, on TV. I'm ready, pa you will know when you sea my new book. 

fee NCR paper was a res.1 help. We had perhaps a third of it typed by the time 
hat. err xvor. I borrowed a Thermofax (mine is brok n and I cannot afford its repair 
and it isn t worth it anyway) and copied, those pages. Also, this gives iny wife tbs 
thirc copy she is using for indexing, about a third done now, too. I think the 
,.ndex she did for fti-IITE'.asH is infinitely superior to those injbhe other bodies rated 
qs professional. 1 

^There are noma thirds 1 should attend to in New York. 1 have an inyttst ion to 
s social literary function the SCth that I'd like to make. Perhaps I can do this aid 
we esn get together then. 


. / & Tt 

gobd n dvi 


nke Tor l^aL ng tho time to write* for tho -no ouragetrien fc , t 
co that 1 must find so no way of taking. 


and for the very 


Sincerely, 

‘ Just bGsrc - V'zojig that the nont, ..11EY? program is tentatively scheduled 

for tha taping on the 6th and I f m invited. 





